
City Council Special Meeting Minutes 
July 14, 2026 

Orangeburg City Council held a special meeting on Tuesday, July 14, 2026, at 12:00 noon in 
Council Chambers, 933 Middleton Street with Mayor Michael C. Butler presiding. 

PRESENT: 
Michael C. Butler, Mayor 
Annette Dees Grevious 
Jerry Hannah 
Jordan E. Hawkins 
Dr. Kalu Kalu, Mayor Pro Tern 
L. Zimmerman Keitt 
Sandra P. Knotts 

Assistant City Administrator Williams addressed Council concerning a resolution to accept a 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) grant; approving the use of grant funds; 
authorizing further actions. She stated, "This resolution is for the use of FEMA grant funds for 
$481,000 to be used for the covert repair located in the Sunnyside Cemetery. As you may know, 
we started an expedited process to identify a contractor which we have already done. Now time 
is of the essence to get the work done according to FEMA guidelines. We are presenting this 
resolution to you so we can move forward to complete the repair work." 

A motion was made by Councilmember Grevious, seconded by mayor Pro Tern Kalu to approve a 
resolution accepting a Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) grant; approving the use 
of grant funds; authorizing further actions. The motion was unanimously approved. 

A motion was made by Councilmember Keitt, seconded by Council to amend the agenda to add 
Discussion of Annexation to Executive Session. The motion was unanimously approved. 

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tern Kalu, seconded by Council Grevious to go into executive 
session concerning discussion of employment, appointment, compensation, promotion, demotion, 
discipline or release of an employee a) Department of Public Safety, b) City Wide SC Code Sec. 
30-4-70 (a)(l) and discussion of negotiations incident to proposed contractual arrangements 
and/or receipt of legal advice or other matters covered by the attorney-client privilege -
Annexation SC Code Sec. 30-4-70 (a)(2) The motion was unanimously approved. 

A motion was made by Councilmember Keitt, seconded by Councilmember Hannah to return to 
open session. The motion was unanimously approved. 

A motion was made by Councilmember Grevious, seconded by Mayor Pro Tern Kalu to adjourn. 
The motion was unanimously approved. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Linda McDaniel 
City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION ACCEPTING A FEMA GRANT 
APPROVING THE USE OF GRANT FUNDS; 
AUTHORIZING FURTHER ACTIONS; AND 

PROVIDING FOR OTHER RELATED MATTERS 

The City Council ("Council") of the City of Orangeburg ("City") finds: 

WHEREAS, the City owns, operates, and is responsible for the maintenance and repair of 
public drainage and stormwater infrastructure within its corporate limits, including the culvert 
located at Websters Street and Summers Avenue in the City, a storm drainage facility constructed 
in 1946 and consisting of a 90-foot-long, 6.5-foot-diameter concrete culvert transitioning to a 475-
foot-long, 6-foot-diameter corrugated steel drainage pipe, with a total facility length of 565 feet, 
directing storm runoff west into the North Fork Edisto River ("Culvert"); 

WHEREAS, the Culvert sustained damage as a result of flooding on September 27, 2024, 
caused by Hurricane Helene (FEMA Disaster No. 4829), during which vegetative debris 
overwhelmed the system, resulting in debris blockage, joint separations and leakage, soil erosion, 
and multiple sinkholes and washouts at ten identified sites, necessitating repair ("Project"); 

WHEREAS, the Federal Emergency Management Agency ("FEMA") has awarded and 
provided to the City grant funds in the amount of 481,454.06 to be applied toward the repair of 
the Culvert ("Grant Funds"), pursuant to the FEMA Publ(c Assistance Program (FEMA Project 
No. 815556), which Grant Funds were received by the City,onJune 11, 2026; 

WHEREAS, the FEMA award is a grant, and no non-federal cost-share or local match is 
required of the City; 

WHEREAS, the City has procured a contractor, Jonhson~Laux Construction LLC, to perform 
the Project at a cost of $449,473.03, and the contractor is prepared to commence work upon 
issuance of a purchase order; 

WHEREAS, the City is unable to issue the purchase order and expend the Grant Funds until 
the Council authorizes the.use of such funds; 

WHEREAS, time is of the essence because the Project's completion deadline has previously 
been extended by FEMA due to delay in securing a contractor, a second extension request is 
pending, and further delay in authorization could disrupt the contractor's schedule and 
jeopardize the completion timeline communicated to FEMA; 

WHEREAS, the Council finds that the repair of the Culvert serves a valid public purpose by 
protecting public infrastructure and property and promoting the health, safety, and welfare of 
the City's residents; 

WHEREAS, the City is authorized to accept and expend such grant funds pursuant to 
applicable provisions of the City Charter and the laws of the State of South Carolina, including 
S.C. Code Ann.§ 5-7-30; and 

WHEREAS, the City now desires to accept the Grant Funds in the amount of $481,454.06, 
approve the use of such funds for the Project, and authorize the City Administrator to take further 
actions consistent with this Resolution; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, the Council resolves: 

Section 1. Acceptance of Grant; Approval of Use of Grant Funds; Additional Authorizations. 
The City hereby accepts the FEMA Grant Funds in the amount of $481,454.06, and approves the 
use of the Grant Funds for the repair of the Culvert as described in this Resolution. The City 
Administrator is authorized, empowered, and directed to take such other actions, to negotiate, 
prepare, execute, and deliver such other documents - including any grant agreement, award or 
funding documentation, purchase order, and contractor agreement - and take such other actions 
as are reasonably necessary and/or prudent in furtherance of the purpose of this Resolution, 
including the issuance of a purchase order to the Project contractor. The City Clerk is authorized 
to acknowledge any such documents on behalf of and in the name of the City. 

Section 2. General Repealer. All orders, resolutions, and parts thereof in conflict herewith 
are, to the extent of such conflict, repealed, and this Resolution takes effect and be in full force 
from and after its approval. 

ADOPTED BY the Council on July 14, 2026. 

Mayor 

1M4 Gk-ilc ' ~ 

~&u~~ Attest: ______________ _ 

City Clerk 
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