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City Council Minutes 
September 3, 2024 

Orangeburg City Council held its regularly scheduled meeting on Tuesday September 3, 2024, 
6:00 PM m Council Chambers, 933 Middleton Street with Mayor Michael C. Butler presiding. 

PRESENT: 
Michael C. Butler, Mayor 
Annette Dees Grievous 
Jerry Hannah 
L. Zimmerman Keitt, Mayor Pro Tern
Sandra 'i>:knotts
Richard Stroman

ABSENT: 
Dr. Kalu Kalu 

Mayor Butler opened Public Hearing 1: Consideration of an ordinance to raise revenue and adopt 
a budget for the City of Orangeburg, SC for the Fiscal Year October 1, 2024, through September 
30, 2025. No one spoke Public Hearing I. 

Mayor Butler opened Public Hearing 2: Consideration of an ordinance to adopt a budget for the 
operation of the Department of Public Utilities of the City of Orangeburg, SC for the Fiscal Year 
October 1, 2024, through September 30, 2025, (2) adopt amended Electric rates effective October 
1, 2024, (3) adopt amended Water rates effective October 1, 2024, and (4) adopt amended 
Wastewater rates effective October 1, 2024. No one spoke at Public Hearing 2. 

A motion was made by Councilmember Stroman, seconded by Mayor Pro Tern Keitt to approve 
the August 20, 2024, minutes. The motion was unanimously approved. 

A motion was made by Councilmember Stroman, seconded by Councilmember Knotts to approve 
the June 27 and June 28, 2024, DPU Budget Workshop Minutes. • The motion was unanimously 
approved. 

Mayor Butler recognized "Self-Awareness" as the September Orangeburg County Community of 
Character Trait. 

City Administrator Evering addressed Council concerning third reading of an ordinance amending 
the budget for the City of Orangeburg SC for the Fiscal Year Octob.er 1, 2023, through September 
30, 2024. He stated, 'This is an annual ordinance we ask Council to pass to end the fiscal year 
with a balanced budget. This year's budget is currently $24,037,012. We are asking to amend it to 
$29,053,962. The primary difference is the receipt and expenditure of grant funds for the new City 
Hall, the Gateway Project, and DYB. We are also asking that $2 - $2.5 million in reserves be 
expended. That is primarily because of a U.S. Department of Justice Community Oriented 
Policing Services (COPS) grant DPS that we are not accepting. We are in the position now that 
we do not think it would be prudent to accept that grant." 

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tern Keitt, seconded by Councilmember Grevious to approve 
third reading of an ordinance amending the budget for the City of Orangeburg SC for the Fiscal 
Year October 1, 2023, through September 30, 2024. The motion was unanimously approved. 

City Administrator Evering addressed Council concerning third reading of an ordinance to raise 
revenue and adopt a budget for the City of Orangeburg, SC for the Fiscal Year October 1, 2024, 
through September 30, 2025. He stated, "There is one item I want to point out that changed. We 
originally proposed $26,914,205 budget. We are changing to $29,560,812 because previously we 
had not included the expenditures and receipt of grant funds to include FEMA Grant $479, 100, 
$700,000 State Museum Grant to the Civil Rights Museum that comes through the City, and DPS 
grant for the replacement of the law enforcement complex roof of $193,000. Included in this 
budget is an updated Master Fee Schedule. As a reminder, we are requesting that residential 
sanitation rates be increased from $17 to $20. We are also requesting that some fees, for example 
fingerprints, be raised from $5 to $10 and that the opening and closing of graves for our cemeteries 








